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In 1931, the young Austrian logician Kurt
Godel, exploring the imaginary infinite book
of all true statements about the properties of
the natural numbers (0, 1, 2, 3,..), stumbled
upon a most curious family of special state-
ments that are like puns, in that they have
both an ordinary meaning and a second, hidden meaning. He realized that

there are vast numbers of such ambiguous statements, and that their hith-
crto unsuspected hidden meanings concern the book of statements itself.

Thus the imaginary book of all number-thearetical truths tirned ont 1o bhe
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